Proliferative function of cadaveric bone marrow cells.
The proliferative function of human and murine cadaveric bone marrow was studied using methylcellulose clonal cell culture assays and the murine spleen colony technique. The study revealed persistence of hemopoietic functions for as long as 19 postmortem hours in cadaveric marrows of some patients. Studies of murine cadaveric marrows corresponded with those of human marrows. These results strongly suggest that human pluripotent hemopoietic stem cells survive in cadaveric marrows.